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its unreality renders Kirit untrue to life, and parts of the
novel weak. This novel is noteworthy as being the first
attempt in the language by an author of recognised
merit to introduce such a lurid background so happily
^unfamiliar to present day Gujarata. Grftmya-Mntn tries
to depict village life with unrealistic fervour.

XII

The realistic tendency in modern literature is nowhere
more traceable than in the treatment of ordinary life with
humour, satire and mockery. The old tradition of Dalpat-
ram and Ramanbhai of writing an extravagant satire
round an absurd character and impossible incidents have
been kept up by a number of authors, prominent among
whom are Hariprasad G. Bhatt known as Masta Fakir
and Jagjivan T. Kothari who writes under the name of
Olya Joshi. But mere fun derived in this manner is en-
tirely different in quality from the humourous presentation
of life, which alone has a permanent value in literature.

Ramnarayan Visvanath Pathak (Born 1887) is the
^author of short stories collected under the name of
Dvirefa-nl-Vnto, The Stories of Dvirefa (1929), and of
Svaira VihUra, Irresponsible Rambles (1931) and a few
charming poems. He has a delightfully telling style,
invariably rich, and often picturesque. His humour is
blended with pathos. He can pursue almost anything with
a light playfulness or with an air of delicious mock-polite-
ness. He avoids uproarious fun, and in both his works
false notes are rare.

SvairavihUra is a collection of comments, which the
author wrote, month after month, In his magazine Pra-
sthUna. In this delightful little book, he has ranged over
many subjects, developing them with great skill. He has
shown no mercy to romanticism. Its exhuberance, conceits
and lack of contact with the realities of life are targets
for his sly and nimble attack. He has disguised his
prejudices with the air of being an unimpeachable mora-
list. His criticism has been above pettiness, even when
he has drawn blood. The author is at his best in ridi-
culing the artificial restriction of untouchability, not